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Esperance County Park           Meeting Summary 

Public Meeting - June 5, 2014  
 
 

A. A discussion and update regarding acquisition of the Esperance school property was provided by 
the Parks department:   

Parks is currently seeking additional funding to make up for a shortfall in available acquisition funds.  The 
funding shortfall exists due to a discrepancy between County Assessor data and the actual size of the 
parcel.  When the Parks Department originally applied for acquisition funding through the Conservation 
Futures Program, the parcel was valued based on the size listed in the Assessors records (2.66 acres).  
After funding was awarded, a formal appraisal of the property revealed the property to be larger (3.35 
acres).   The School District has completed a second property appraisal and Parks is currently working with 
them to determine a final sales price.  The final sales price will be based on a legal review of several 
applicable state laws and will be subject to school board approval.  Parks is in the process of applying for 
additional acquisition funding through the State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO).  Final RCO 
applications are due in mid-July; awards will be made in late 2014 and grant funds would not be available 
until 2015.  Parks is investigating addition funding sources and methods for completing the acquisition.  In 
addition, Parks and the School District are working together on a formal Letter of Intent to ensure the 
property is not placed on the open market during negotiations & fundraising.   

 

B. A Site Inventory was presented by the Parks Department outlining existing site opportunities and 
constraints.   The full Site Inventory Plan is attached below.  Main components of the Site Inventory 
include: 

 A below ground stormwater detention facility is located in the southwest corner of the park.  Placement 
of new park infrastructure in this area should be limited in order to reduce future costs associated with 
maintenance of the stormwater facility. 

 The existing parking lot and driveway on the school property is in reasonable condition and of sufficient 
size for park use.  Re-use of the existing lot would significantly reduce site development costs. 

 The existing park playground is near the end of its service life and is not ADA accessible.  

 The existing sand volleyball area receives little use and could most likely be removed. 

 There are views to Mt. Rainier from the center of the site.  Proposed plans should maintain and 
enhance these views. 

 The woodland at the northwest corner of the site is in fairly good ecological condition and will be 
preserved.  Trails in the woodland are not ADA accessible and should be evaluated and improved.  
Many neighbors have reported problems with regular illicit activity in the woodland area. 

 The existing athletic field is not well utilized.  The baseball field does not meet the current minimum little 
league outfield distance of 200’.  A lack of amenities ranging from parking to a drinking fountain is also 
contributing to low usage by organized teams. 

 

C. A Draft Conceptual Site Plan was presented by the Parks department.  The full plan is attached 
below.  Main components of the plan include:   

 Re-use and renovation of the existing school parking lot.  Provides approximately 29 parking spaces. 
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 New walking path system. 

 Preservation and enhancements to the existing woodland and woodland trails. 

 New off-leash dog area. 

 New elevated lawn area and community gathering space with views to Mt Rainier. 

 Athletic field enhancements. 

 New playground located near parking lot and athletic field. 

 New Stormwater and wildlife habitat area. 

 New Community Garden. 

 

The plan would be implemented in phases with Phase 1 likely focused on parking lot, playground and off-
leash components. 

 

D. A question and answer session was held during and after presentation of the Conceptual Site Plan.   
Below is a summary of the discussion including the main comments made by meeting attendees: 

 Concerns were raised about the current level of park maintenance.  The need for adequate park 
maintenance including any new improvements was discussed.  Ongoing maintenance and work parties 
by volunteers from the Friends of Esperance Park were noted. 

 The amount of parking proposed for the park was discussed.  Concerns were raised that 29 spaces may 
be too much for the park.  Parks said that this number of spaces was about right for a park this size and 
it will provide just enough parking for organized games on the athletic field.  Parks pointed out, for 
reference, that the recently constructed 13 acre Miner’s Corner Park in Bothell has 50 spaces.   

 Concerns were raised that the inclusion of a dog park and size of the parking lot will influence the 
amount of users who come from outside the immediate neighborhood.  One attendee encouraged 
others to think about how much outside use is appropriate for the park. 

 It was suggested that Parks make the athletic field improvements a low priority unless there is evidence 
that the facility will be used by organized groups.  Others suggested keeping it as a neighborhood / pick 
up facility.  

 Water for hand washing and drinking at the athletic field was requested. 

 Water for the dog park was requested and discussed.  Parks and two attendees who are veterinarians 
noted that dog drinking stations are known to spread disease.  Discussion centered on possibly 
providing a filling source for individual dog owner containers.  

 Comments were made questioning the dog park.  Comments included the possibility of attracting many 
people from outside the neighborhood and that houses in the neighborhood have large yards and a dog 
park is not needed.  Parks stated that there is currently a great deal of regular off-leash use occurring in 
the park and that a designated off-leash area will help with enforcement of leash laws.  Parks also 
discussed the relatively small size of the proposed dog park in relation to other off-leash areas. 

 Comments were made in support of the off-leash dog park.  Comments included general support for the 
park and the desire to have a park where families can have both kids and dogs in the same place. 

 Parks was asked if a covered picnic shelter had been considered for the park.  Parks said that it has 
considered a shelter, but due to budget constraints and possible problems with illicit / afterhours use, a 
shelter would likely not be included in the park plan.  Parks discussed the use of seasonal / removable 
shade shelters as a possibility.  Parks also said that a shelter could be added to the central lawn area at 
some point in the future if desired. 

 Several attendees asked about and supported the inclusion of court games on the plan.  Support was 
given to the inclusion of facilities for older youths and young adults including basketball & pickle ball.  
Parks said that sport court areas can be designed to function as multi-purpose spaces accommodating 
used such as farmers markets and movies in the park.  Potential negative aspects including the 
attraction of illicit use were discussed as well. 

 Parks was asked if a restroom would be included in the park.  Parks said that due to the cost of 
construction and maintenance, a restroom was not being considered for the park.  Parks also pointed 
out that many people in the region are accustomed to using portable restrooms at concerts and other 
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public spaces.  Parks discussed the possibility of a portable restroom enclosure.  Concerns about 
regular sanican vandalism were noted as well. 

 A question was asked about what would happen to the community garden if there was no longer 
anyone using it.  The recent removal of a nearby community garden was discussed.  Parks indicated 
that the construction of community garden would require strong interest and commitment from a local 
community group and the cost to the county would be relatively low. 

 A question was asked about the stormwater habitat area and what it would be like.  Parks said that the 
final design of this area is subject to engineering and permit review, so things like water depth and size 
still need to be determined.  Parks said the area would be planted with native plants and will be wet for 
at least part of the year.  Vegetation would be low to preserve views of Mt. Rainier.  Parks pointed out 
that the existing below ground stormwater facility at the Park’s SW corner provides some stormwater 
storage for the park, so the proposed storm area will be more focused more on water quality and wildlife 
habitat aspects. 

 Concerns were raised about neighborhood traffic and pedestrian safety.  The lack of sidewalks and 
crosswalks were discussed.  Parks encouraged attendees to contact the Public Works Department with 
questions and concerns about areas outside the park limits.  Parks indicated that it will be working with 
Public Works to include pedestrian safety upgrades at the park’s pedestrian and vehicle entry points. 

 A question was asked about the method for future meeting notifications.  Parks said that postcards 
would go out again for all future meetings. 

 Parks encouraged attendees to spread the word about the project and submit any additional comments 
to the Parks Department by email.  

 

E. 36 Written comments sheets were collected during the meeting.  A summary of written comments 
and a blank comment sheet are attached below.   

 

 

 

 

For questions or comments please email Chris Mueller at:    chris.mueller@snoco.org  







Esperance County Park  Summary of Written Comments

 Public Meeting  -  June 5th, 2014

Proposed Park Improvement 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

New Playground 72
Positive Response Subtotal 78 2 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 1 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3

Negative Response Subtotal -6 -3 -3

Neutral Responses Total 4 1 1 1 1 nr

Off-Leash Dog Area 57
Positive Response Subtotal 63 2 3 1 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 1 3 3 3 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1

Negative Response Subtotal -6 -1 -2 -3

Neutral Responses Total (0) 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Walking Paths 84
Positive Response Subtotal 87 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 2 2 3

Negative Response Subtotal -3 -3

Neutral Responses Total 3 1 1 1

Raised Lawn Area / Community 
Gathering Space 64

Positive Response Subtotal 70 2 3 3 3 2 1 3 1 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 1 2 3 3 3 2 3

Negative Response Subtotal -6 -3 -3

Neutral Responses Total 5 1 1 1 1 1

Community Garden 58
Positive Response Subtotal 61 2 3 3 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 3 2 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2

Negative Response Subtotal -3 -3

Neutral Responses Total 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 nr

Athletic Field Enhancements 20
Positive Response Subtotal 43 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 3 3 1 2 3 3 2 2 2

Negative Response Subtotal -23 -3 -3 -3 -3 -3 -1 -1 -3 -3

Neutral Responses Total 6 1 1 1 1 1 1

Individual Responses

Snohomish County
Parks and Recreation Department
6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish, WA 98296
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How often would you or do you visit the park?
Daily 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Weekly 13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Monthly 5 1 1 1 1 1

Other: Multiple times per week 3 1 1 1

Other: Rarely  (quarterly, yearly) 2 1 1

No Response 5 1 1 1 1 1

How long have you lived near the park?
0-1 years 3 1 1 1

1-5 years 4 1 1 1 1

5-10 years 6 1 1 1 1 1 1

10+ years 21 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

No Response 2 1 1

Additional Written Comments

Playground Comments
Use different playground surface that is not so prone to vandalism.
Like new playground location.
Very few little kids around.
Would love to see existing upgraded / with a larger structure
Address ages 3 and older
Equipment is in good shape - Foundation needs repair
Swings! Expand playground area.
Have a 1 yr old and will want good playground in next yr or 2

Note: Numbers in parentheses below = value circled for additional ideas written in the park elements section.  Since all 
attendees were not given the opportunity to rank these ideas, they are not included in the tally above.
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Off-Leash Area Comments
Hope it is fenced I don’t want to be where dogs are.
Not sure, don't want it to be too small. Park is predominantly used by dog walkers. Has been a wonderful way to meet neighbors and bond the community.
Primarily I walk my dog through the park.
If managed.
You convinced me.
Visiting relatives would love this - plus our neighbors
Of least concern for me
Most frequent users of park rain or shine. PHASE 1. Only 2 entrances north and south end
Tree + open area please.  Water please
Generally don't want, but open to the idea if we expect to reduce off-leash in non-designated areas
Including sections of woods. Big with water.
Large + in woods + on grass; w/ water.  Only do the dog park if it's big enough (+ our only option - I prefer 0 fenced park as I think too many people will come)
Must be away from children play area
Fenced off to keep dogs in specified area.
Many local families enjoy taking dogs here as they are not permitted in Edmonds parks :(
Fully fenced with poop bags & trash cans.  I would like to see dog area limited to open area & not to go through wooded area.
Small area ok, but proposed area is too large.
Ok but not too big.
Open space (3); if the dog park takes the open field we need open space.
Current dog is not good for dog parks, but future dogs might be :)

Walking Path Comments
Put entry on 80th south of woodland because people climb fence there
Will be great for stroller walking
Just trails no pavement
PHASE 1
Connect them so I don't walk in the ditch
Some wheelchair use
Sidewalk; Some paved would be good for strollers / wheel chairs etc.
This would improve flow and safety in park.

Crosswalks would be good
Add crosswalks with signage (3)
Safety - crosswalk w/flags on 224th st to allow safe crossing from south on the park. (speed bumps).
Traffic control & safety signage & crosswalks flashing speed (LED) MPH signs
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Raised Lawn Area / Community Gathering Space Comments
Just remove pavement & grow grass - except parking area
Will bring out kids smoking + partying :( Phase 2
This would be ideal but keep it simple - no picnic shelters
Picnic tables * benches could border this area.
Open grass play area (3)
Open grass area frisbee, etc. (3)

Community Garden Comments
Would definitely take some organization. Great if people take it on
I think p-patch garden boxes would be so good.  I will talk with my neighbors
Yes!
Super idea - helps folks know each other
People in the neighborhood have yards why bring in trouble
Could be used as compromise / leverage school district for district programs.
This would serve the apartment dwellers & those who love to garden.  A water source is needed.
This is a dream come true for me - I would love to be involved in some way with the pea patch garden! (name & number provided)

Athletic Fields Comments
Make desirable for use by more people
Don't improve any further / don't make little league useable
? New ideas tonight. Clarify before a more broad consensus. Brainstorm
Perhaps a track??
Playfield

I could take it or leave it - not a huge priority for me.
Don't  change the ballfield
Grass surface upgrade (3); I loved to see soccer games for young people and would like to see that activity again.
Field not currently well maintained.
Feel this area is underutilized - enhance only if plan is to increase usage to balance investment.

Woodland Comments
Keep brush down and control invasives (3)
Love wooded area and paths
Would like to see woodland retained. It's a nice green space
Forest preservation (3); the forest needs TLC - full of garbage & drug / alcohol paraphernalia.  But it is very important for people  & wildlife to preserve suburban forest land

I don't think this type of park lends itself to being a athletic complex.  Spending money to make the baseball field more marketable seems like a bad idea if there are no assurances 
from organizations that they would be willing to pay the rental price
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Parking Comments
If on-site parking is provided and the hope is that most users will walk then on-street parking rules must be enforced
Parking (3)
Parking (-3)
Not too much parking
Parking area (3); 25 spaces would be good for little league games
Monitor parking so people don't park on the street (3)
Prohibit parking on SW corner, 224th & 80th - drivers can't see cross traffic when cars are parked.
Concerned about parking on the street and that it will continue even after parking is opened.

Sport Court Area Comments
Tennis courts
Tennis courts
Tennis court?

Courts for pickup games (1)
Sport Court
Basketball court (4!!!)
Basketball Court (2)
Basketball (-2)
Basketball (-3)
Basketball courts (3)++;  At least two full sized courts - great for organized & pickup games!  My teenager would love to see this happen.
Basketball (3);  New basketball court instead of overly large dog area.
Our kids league really need basketball court. Thanks! Coach Clayton

Pickleball (2)
Pickleball (2)
Pickleball; Encourage formation of leagues that bring people.
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Other Comments
Very excited thank u
Thanks!
Thanks for making this happen.
Thank you!!
Thank you for taking the time to call this meeting.  Yes, the post card worked :)

Focus on neighbor's needs not bring others here
Keep focus on immediate area

Some lights - minimal for safety
Lights (-3)
Lights (-3)
Lighting (-2)
Would appreciate lighting for safety

Portapotty needs to be locked up at night
Portapotty with screen or else kids do it in the wood / baseball games

Leave fencing up around perimeter of park
Model airplanes (1)
A bike area for older children
Farmers Market; Future attraction - when developed outdoor concerts
Another idea - a spray park for children
Track and field (3); My teen loves track and field activities & would use it daily.
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Esperance County Park 
Public Meeting June 5th, 2014 

Thank you for attending!  Please take a few minutes to share your thoughts and ideas for improving Esperance 
Park.  This information will be compiled and used to guide further development of the park site plan.  Please leave 
your completed survey in the box by the door before leaving. 

1. Park elements – Please let us know what you think about current ideas for park improvement and add your 
ideas in the blank spaces below (-3 = Absolutely not interested and not a good fit for the park; 0 = Indifferent 
or not sure; 3 = Definitely interested and a great fit for the park). 

 Comments 

New  Playground -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

Off-Leash Dog 
Area 

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

Walking Paths -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

Raised Lawn area / 
Community 
Gathering Space 

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 

 

Community Garden -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

Athletic Field  
Enhancements  

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 
 

 

2. About how often would you or do you visit the park?         Daily       Weekly         Monthly        or  _________  

3. How long have you lived near the park?         0-1 yr.       1-5 yrs.       5-10 yrs.      10+ yrs. 

4. Please share any other comments, suggestions and/or interesting history you may have related to the Park: 

Snohomish County Parks and Recreation 
6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish, WA 98296 
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